CHRISTIANITY AND  ISLAM

Italy, Sicily, and Spain, and by commercial
intercourse.

The other question concerns the funda-
mental problem of European medievalism.
We see that the problems with which the
middle   ages  in   Europe   were   confronted
and also that European ethics and meta-
physics were identical with the Muhamme-
dan system : we are moreover assured that
the acceptance of Christian ideas by Islam
can only have taken place in the East: and
the  conclusion  is  obvious .that  mediaeval
Christianity was also primarily rooted in the
East.   The   transmission   of this religious
philosophy to the non-Oriental peoples of the
West at first produced a cessation of progress
but opened a new intellectual world when
these peoples awoke to life in the thirteenth
and fourteenth centuries.    But throughout
the intermediate period between the seventh
and thirteenth centuries the East was gain-
ing  political strength  and  was  naturally
superior to the West where political organisa-
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